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Sea Life Porto – Portugal’s first maritime experience themed by TAA Industries welcomed 100.000 visitors in just two months
Sunken ship wrecks and the sculpture of Neptune in the central aquarium are just two of the highlights of the theming for Merlin Entertainments first project in Portugal

Theming and Animatronics Industries S.A. have implemented the entire integrated theming for the Sea Life Center in Porto in the north of Portugal, situated directly at the Atlantic Ocean. After the Lego Discovery Center in Duisburg in 2008, it is the second major project where TAA have demonstrated their professionalism and creativity. Again, the company have shown that they are capable of punctually implementing projects of such dimensions in a highly qualified way, at a great cost/performance ratio and in co-operation with other partners. For TAA, it has already been the seventh project for Merlin Entertainments within three years and the extensive media coverage in trade media, growing number of renowned projects and clients of leading leisure parks are our best reference.

“We are so proud of this great project and are looking forward to being able to present this attractive theming also on the Portuguese market“, says Udo Weisenburger, President of TAA Industries. “Next to previous customers in Spain such as El Corte Inglés and Parques Reunidos, we are going to further promote our acquisition on the Portuguese market in order to actively support the local leisure industry“, adds Weisenburger.
Thus TAA tie in with the great co-operation with Merlin Entertainments. TAA have managed to combine the individual artistic theming with further partners as well as the General Contractor making it a harmonic overall theming. Thus the foundation for a unique visitor experience corresponding to the Sea Life concept was laid. After an investment volume of 10 million Euros, more than 100.000 visitors were welcomed within the first two months, which exceeded all expectations. 
With the “Ocean Tank Theming”, TAA have created a theme world that impresses the guests being biocompatible at the same time. The theming stands the pressure of 50.000 litres of water and its currents. The centre of attention is the sculpture of Neptune. Besides antique temple structures, rock work of cement with lifelike corals colour-coordinated with the fish create an authentic sea ambience.  
The guests walk through an 8-metre “Ocean Tunnel” which is created in such way that a true “sea sensation” is provoked. They are surrounded by shoals, sharks and rays that swim around the Neptune statue. 

The “ship wreck” is an artisan master piece. It was completely built in TAA’s own manufacture and impresses with its genuine looks. It is certainly the best ship wreck of all Sea Life Centers. The creaking ship boards let the guests delve into a sunken ship world and amidst the boards they experience aquariums and sea dwellers. This unique atmosphere makes a visit of Sea Life Porto turn into an unforgettable experience.

In the “River zone”, a typical „Rebelos“ boat used for the traditional transport of port wine barrels was built of wood, true to the original. It frames an aquarium and constitutes the passage to the harbour zone with the Ponte D. Luis.

Also in the “Flooring” area, TAA show their good expertise. On the one hand, the functional aspects were taken into consideration: The existing cement floor was honed and thus provides the necessary basis for a perfect themed flooring. It is durable, provides a sufficient adhesion, has a noise-absorbing effect and is easy to maintain. As an essential component of the overall scenery, colours and flakes were chosen, as they suit the themed zones and the different areas best. The flakes, for example, reflect on deep black floors and the floorings change from deep currant tones to warm sand colours. 
During implementation, TAA worked closely together with Merlin Entertainment’s project and creative team. This is how a high-quality theming at a great cost/performance ratio was developed from the final concept drawings. Here the company attached great importance to the fact that the themings perfectly harmonised with the sea dwellers and the Sea Life concept. 

TAA concentrated on materials such as textile fibre, glass, cement, steel and wood. All decorations from TAA were manufactured accurately in traditional handcraft and according to the highest European quality standards in order to guarantee authenticity and durability. This is achieved at the company’s own manufacture under German management in the new EU member state Rumania. Structures, cement works and final artistic details were implemented by experts in close co-operation with the customer on location. 
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